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Enable us, our Father, to respond to the grace of your word with humility of 
heart and in the spirit of love; that our lives may be conformed more and 
more to the image of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Two specific sections of Mark’s gospel today – following on 
from last Sunday’s reading where we heard about the rather 
‘Game of Thrones’ style death of John the Baptist – and in 
close proximity to two other easy-to-imagine scenes, the 
feeding of the 5,000 and Christ walking on water. These are 
specifically avoided though, as if the Lectionary designers  
wanted us to focus on certain aspects of Mark’s gospel,  
because there’s something very important being said here 
that could have been overshadowed by such memorable 
moments in Christ’s life and ministry. So what do they want 
us to notice this Sunday? 
 
Well, what with the wonderful Psalm 23 taking a central 
position, a strong theme is of course the idea of the ‘divine 
shepherd’ – a symbolic metaphor for a God who provides 
everything we need, who wants to see to it that we take 
sufficient rest, who points us in right directions, even 
through the darkest of times. This God anoints us with oil 
because he values us so much; that we should seek to 
emulate his example of goodness and mercy, that nothing 
should come between such a loving Creator and his children, 
or indeed between the children themselves.  

 
 
The shepherd theme is there in Jeremiah too – a warning to 
those of us who exploit, reject or prey on the sheep… and 
that’s us, every time we do something ignorant, thoughtless 
or mean-spirited to our neighbour - whenever we reject a 
person because we don’t like them, because we feel they 
don’t fit in, or because they challenge us and spoil all the 
cosy arrangements we’ve made for ourselves.  
 
Whenever we do this, we discount the possibility that God 
may have sent that ‘alien’ to us for a reason, for their benefit 
or for ours, even if we can’t or won’t see any reason for 
ourselves. Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the 
sheep of my pasture! says the Lord…. …it is you who have 
scattered my flock, and have driven them away (v.2). And 
Jeremiah goes on to prophecy of how God will come among 
his people himself as a righteous branch, the Messiah, the 
divine shepherd incarnate, ordaining holy orders of apostles, 
prophets, bishops, priests and deacons, that the people may 
no longer be fearful, dismayed or lost. 
 
‘Alien’ is the Apostle Paul’s expression from Ephesians, 
where he talks about us as Gentiles, the ‘uncircumsised,’ 
those whom Israel has rejected. He says that, despite this 
rejection, Christ, in his death and resurrection, has overruled 
it, and all have now been granted access to God’s grace. 
Even those who may have broken the ancient laws of Israel, 
with all its commandments and ordinances, “that he might 
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in 
one body through the cross…” 
 



The only peace, comfort or consolation we should seek is the 
peace of Christ, the peace that his often challenging spirit of 
welcome, hospitality, inclusion, seeks to spread amongst his 
people. That there be no hostility between us; that in the 
event of meeting it, we do not respond like-with-like, ‘giving 
as good as we get,’ or with ‘an eye for an eye,’ but 
preferably with the same calm, graceful assurance of our 
God amongst his people, forging one new humanity out of 
our sincerest efforts for compassion and reconciliation. 
 
Then there can be no walls, no boundaries, even in an island 
nation - no one to say ‘well, there’s one way for us, and all 
the rest of you can go away, especially you strange or 
difficult people. Fend for yourselves, and leave us to peace 
as we see it’ - this isn’t the peace of Christ. I’m reminded of 
an extract by one of the best-loved American poets, Robert 
Frost. The poem tells of an annual chore he undertakes with 
his neighbour, as they walk either side of what Frost sees as 
an unnecessary dry stone wall dividing their properties, 
replacing the stones that have fallen from the heave and thaw 
of the seasons. The neighbour is fond of repeating the refrain 
‘Good fences make good neighbours’ but in a spirit of 
mischief the poet challenges him, 
 
“Why do they make good neighbors? Isn’t it  
Where there are cows? But here there are no cows. 
Before I built a wall I’d ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offense. 
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,   
That wants it down.” 
 

Walls don’t bring peace. We have only to think of the ruins 
of the Great Wall of China, Hadrians Wall in Britain, the 
Berlin Wall, to know that they do not work for long, if at all. 
Yet still we go on building them – the latest ones separate 
Israelis from Palestinians, and Tunisia is building one now 
along their border with Libya. Exclusions don’t bring peace. 
Rejection doesn’t bring peace. If they bring any good at all, 
it’s only for a while. ‘Something there is that doesn’t love a 
wall, that wants it down.’ Paul again: 
 
17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of 
us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 
saints and also members of the household of God, 20built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
 
We cannot claim to be Christians and reject anyone. Jesus 
saw all the people in the countryside around Gennesaret, in 
all their fear, dismay, disorientation and disease, and he felt 
compassion for them. He knew they needed a shepherd - he 
had come for them, just as we should never reject those we 
find wanting. With all love and patience he tended to them, 
he taught them, he healed them, he gave them hope. 
 
 
Spoken in the name of……. 
 
 
 
 



Mark 6.30-34,53-56 
 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and 
told him all that they had done and taught. 31He 
said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place 
all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many 
were coming and going, and they had no leisure 
even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat 
to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many 
saw them going and recognized them, and they 
hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 
them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things.  
Healing the Sick in Gennesaret 
53 When they had crossed over, they came to 
land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 
54When they got out of the boat, people at once 
recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole 
region and began to bring the sick on mats to 
wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he 
went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid 
the sick in the market-places, and begged him 
that they might touch even the fringe of his 
cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 23.1-6       Restoration after Exile 
23 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter 
the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
2Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for 
your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself 
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor 
shall any be missing, says the Lord.  
 
The Righteous Branch of David 
5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah 
will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And 
this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The 
Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 
 
 



Psalm 23           The Divine Shepherd 
 
A Psalm of David. 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
3   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake.  
 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me.  
 
5 You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
   my whole life long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ephesians 2.11-22 
One in Christ 
 
11 So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by 
birth, called ‘the uncircumcision’ by those who are called 
‘the circumcision’—a physical circumcision made in the 
flesh by human hands— 12remember that you were at 
that time without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For 
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups 
into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, 
the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law 
with its commandments and ordinances, so that he 
might create in himself one new humanity in place of 
the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both 
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus 
putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came 
and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near; 18for through him both of us 
have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of 
God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
21In him the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you 
also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place 
for God. 
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