
John 12.20-33; Jeremiah 31.31-34; Hebrews 5.5-10 

Lent 5: 17th March 2018 

St. Andrew’s Totteridge 8 & 10a.m.  

 

Here we are in the 5th Sunday of Lent – how’s it going? The 

40 days of Lent is a time of self-evaluation, an opportunity 

for reflection, a time maybe for giving up those things that 

have assumed too much power in our lives, or for taking on 

habits or behaviours that will be better for us and for others. 

A time to reassert God’s loving authority over us, that we 

may be better able to live and give our lives to the full. 

 

In mirroring the story of Christ’s forty days in the wilderness, 

of joining with him and the disciples as they approach 

Jerusalem and the end of his days among us on earth, our 

worship has taken on a more penitential mood. With the 

exception of the lightening of spirits in the celebration of 

Mothering Sunday last weekend, things have become a little 

more sombre. 

 

But it’s also entirely fitting that Lent falls in early Spring, 

where the dull grey dormancy of winter gives way to the 

snowdrops, and then the daffodils… and all around us things 

that looked very dead are waking-up and bringing forth their 

life and colour. It’s a wonderful time full of tremendous 

potential. And this too is the message from John’s Gospel. 

 

We are reminded in the reading today that the hour has come 

for Christ’s ‘lifting up’ – his glorification of God by the 

sacrifice he will shortly make. What Jesus says applies to 

everyone, not just the disciples, or the Jews of Israel, or the 

crowd who begin to gather to hear this holy man speak.  

 

The Greeks are the Gentiles, the non-Jews (Philip, & our very 

own Andrew, are both Gk. names) are suitable intermediaries 

to help draw in a multi-ethnic crowd - they will need J’s 

interpretation to understand what’s going on. From now on, 

Jesus tells them, the crucifixion should be seen in the light of 

his future resurrection and glorification. 

 

In speaking about his imminent death, Jesus uses the 

metaphor of a grain of wheat, apparently ‘dying’ - as it falls 

into the earth and is buried. Only then can it achieve its 

inherent potential - to come to abundant fruition. Jesus will 

have to be killed, to be buried and to rise again; he will be the 

seed by which all God’s children will come to fruition. 

 

From this all-embracing metaphor he swiftly hones in to 

stating how this is relevant to each of us. If we are concerned 

only for ourselves, 

  

➢ if we value our own lives too highly without concern 

for how we may be fruitful for others  

➢ if we seek to preserve the latent ‘dormancy’ of our own 

spiritual condition  

➢ if we see only our present seed-like state as our chief 

concern without thinking of the harvest of all the 

immortal people of God  

 

...then, like an unplanted seed, we’ll find a vitality to our 

lives that is missing – we’ll go dry, dessicated & turn to dust. 

There’ll be no ‘quickening,’ no ‘awakening,’ no flush of 

greenness flowing to our unformed buds.  



Those who discover the truth about the limitations of a self-

serving life will find, thanks to Christ’s example, through his 

passion, his surrender of life, and forthcoming resurrection, 

that they’ve opened a door on super-abundance, on an ever-

flowing spring, on eternity itself. And the emphasis, 

according to the prophet Jeremiah, will be on God’s 

forgiveness of sin and his desire for us to remove all the self-

imposed obstacles we place between us (Jer.31.34). 

 

This is why Jesus speaks now of servant-hood, of the need to 

follow in his footsteps. True servants must follow - thru’ 

serving those in need. As Jesus served each and every one of 

us, so will God’s servants find fulfilment in being where 

Jesus would be. In honouring the will of God, so God would 

do honour to us.  
 

Jesus is not afraid to show his humanity; to reveal his 

vulnerability; he’s not afraid to confess his troubled soul – his 

private agony is transformed into a public confession of his 

obedience to his Father’s will – he receives the ultimate 

affirmation in a thunderous heavenly outburst, which some 

hear as an angel, but which John the Evangelist hears as the 

voice of God.  

 

In this supernatural event we are reminded of what happened 

at Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration, but John wants us to 

think of how God is glorified by His Son's work on earth and 

how he will be further glorified by J’s acceptance that the 

hour has come. Jesus acknowledges the ‘voice’ - that this is 

for the crowds benefit - and talks of God’s judgement on the 

world, of how ‘the ruler of this world’ (the selfish, Satanic 

principle) will be ‘driven out’. 

And so the reading ends with Jesus expressing his 

determination to fulfil the mission he’s taken on. His ‘lifting 

up’ is a direct ref. to his crucifixion - how this action will 

draw all people to himself. This is the ‘new covenant’ of 

which Jeremiah speaks, a promise written on our hearts, one 

we can discover planted within us all like a dormant seed, 

waiting to be tended, nurtured and loved into life. 

 

And so, as Christ, our great 'High Priest' (Heb. 5.10) is ‘lifted 

up’ on the cross a week on Friday, to an excruciating 

exaltation (hear the cross thud down into its slot in the 

ground), so can we be lifted up by the blessing of his Easter 

resurrection, and continue our efforts to fulfil the potential 

God’s built-in to us all – thanks be to God through the life of 

his only Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


