
Mark 16:1-8; Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 15.1-11. 

Easter Day: St. Andrew's Totteridge - 'New Life' 

Sunday 1st April 2018 - 8 & 10 a.m. 
 

Grant, O God, that in the written word, and thru' the spoken word, we 

may behold the Living Word, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Note!! only 2 eggs per child - Children to the Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 ‘He has been raised – he is not here’. 
 

Easter Eggs - a potent symbol of new life; new life made 

incarnate in the symbol of a fluffy young Easter chick. I 

wonder how many of you have actually witnessed a chick 

breaking out of their shell? They don't come out looking like 

this, any more than infant humans do, but both rapidly turn 

into idyllic, often golden-haired creatures, that will have 

parents, relatives and friends cooing around the crib in delight. 

 

New life! - what a glorious thing it is. We heard mention in 

the Collect Prayer of how, in the Resurrection we celebrate 

today, Jesus, 'overcomes the old order of sin and death to 

make all things new in him.' What happened on this day two 

thousand years ago was, it has been said, the single-most 

creative incident since the big bang and the creation of the 

universe!  

 

In Genesis 1 & 2 we're given accounts of the first creation, 

where God crowns his Creation by creating human beings - 

creatures capable of consciousness, agency and love. St. John 

tells us that the creation could not have come into being 

without the Living Word, whom we understand to be Jesus. 

The Creation came into being through him, through his 

agency, and that without him, nothing could have life. 

But in his death and resurrection, an event of unimaginable 

cosmic significance, all previous plans, designs, intents, 

schemata - call them what you will - come to their fulfilment, 

and suffer their breakdown, at one and the same time. A bit 

like the shell of an egg needs to break for the new life to come 

forth. Jesus, in his Resurrection body, is both physically 

continuous with the crucified one - the tomb is empty - and 

yet he shines with the glory of the new creation. He is the first 

fruits of the world to come. 

 

The writers of the NT and the early church are clear that it is 

Jesus' body that has been raised and transformed. The NT 

witness emphatically rejects the notion that the disciples have 

merely experienced a vision. Jesus is not just alive 'in their 

hearts' or even 'in the heavens'. The Acts reading has St. Peter 

make it clear that those 'chosen by God as witnesses... ...ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead'. The risen 

Christ had no need to eat or drink, but did so to 'totally drive 

away the idea' that his resurrection body was any kind of an 

'apparition' or 'phantasm' (St. Severus of Antioch - cited by 

Angus Ritchie). 

 

Early Christian writers make much of the fact that the 

resurrection occurred on the day after the sabbath. St. Justin 

Martyr wrote that 'the first day after the sabbath, remaining 

the first of all days, is called, however, the eighth.' The 

descfiption of Easter as the 'eighth day' expresses the fact that, 

in the resurrection, time intersects with eternity in an 

unprecedented manner. Easter completes God's work of 

creation in a way that both fulfils and exceeds our wildest 

dreams, the hopes and longings of all God's people. 



The Church's sacramental life enables the Christian to enter 

into the 'eighth day' of God's new creation. I only just found 

out that this is reflected in the traditional symbolism of the 

baptism font. We don't have a fixed font here, but church fonts 

have, since ancient times, been carved stone octagons. In the 

light of Easter, the early church transferred its principal day 

of worship from the Jewish 'shabbat', a Saturday, to the first 

and 'eighth' day of the week. Sunday by Sunday, every time 

we celebrate the Eucharist, time intersects with eternity as the 

church is drawn into the 'never ceasing Sabbath of the Lord' 

(Common Worship eucharistic preface for Sundays after Trinity).  

 

The resurrection narratives hold together this message of 

cosmic renewal and, quite literally, brings it down to earth. 

Such that the disciples will be able, in the weeks to come, to 

re-group in answer to the summoning angel, see the risen Lord 

by the Sea of Galilee with their own eyes, eat with him, drink 

with him, speak with him, and begin to form the body of the 

church.  

 

Gathered together by Jesus, they will be sent out into the 

world to spread the good news of the love of God to all who 

care to hear it. So it is with all who call themselves Christian, 

that we must spread the good news, that whenever anyone 

stares into the dark tomb of sin, guilt or death, we can help 

them find new life, and assuredly proclaim, ‘He has been 

raised – he is not here’. Happy Easter everyone!! 

 

Spoken in the name of……. 
 

 

 


