
Mt. 11.2-11; James 5.7-10 

Sunday 12th December 2013 - 8:00 & 10:00 am  

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent: St. Andrew’s Totteridge. 

 

 
May I speak in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Today is the 3
rd

 Sunday of Advent, the day we acknowledge 

the life and prophetic gifts of St. John the Baptist… the third 

candle of the Advent wreath is alight and the light revealed 

by these candles, representing the Patriarchs, the Prophets 

and now specifically the Baptist, are beginning to shed some 

light on the central candle itself, representing Christ himself. 

 

John has been incarcerated in prison by the corrupt powers 

of his day – I imagine Nelson Mandela might have identified 

strongly with his position – having to wait and be patient - 

but somehow John still manages to send disciples to find out 

who Jesus is. This is surprising of course, because John has 

supposedly already prophesied Jesus arrival and then 

identified him in chapter 3 suggesting, in all humility, that he 

is not worthy to baptise the Lord, that Jesus should rather 

baptise him.  

 

Maybe John in his incarceration was experiencing a crisis of 

faith; maybe in sending out enquiries from the loneliness of 

his prison cell John needed reassurance that this was indeed 

the same Jesus that he had immersed in the River Jordan; 

After all, John has deliberately set himself aside, agreeing to 

be diminished so that another may be enhanced, so maybe 

we can understand John’s heart-rending question from the 

darkness of his isolation, 

‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?’ 

 

So how does Jesus respond? He sends John’s disciples back 

to him with testimony of what they have seen and heard. 

Testimony of ‘miracles,’ where the blind are made able to 

see, the lame to walk, the lepers cleansed, the deaf to hear, 

the dead to be raised and the poor to be brought good news. 

It’s quite a list and I imagine it would have been inspiring for 

John in his despair, affirmation that the Lord he’d prophesied 

would come, really was here. 

 

The question is, can we share John’s faith? Can the Bible 

stories of apparently miraculous healings be affirmation for 

us today? The experiences of evil familiar to Jesus’ 

contemporaries were rather different to our own – their lives 

were lived in primitive bondage to powers beyond their 

control; no wonder the business of demonization flourished. 

 

But have things changed that much? Perhaps in our scientific 

age we have difficulty in seeking solace from charms, spells 

or magic, any more than we can believe in miracles; and yet 

we only have to look at the multitude of fantasy and 

superhero stories that abound to know how much people still 

yearn for these things, for powers to set all things right. 

 

We can feel restricted in our ability to deal with evil either as 

individuals or as members of society. We can feel 

overwhelmed by forces at loose in ourselves or in the larger 



community, which we neither intentionally foster nor wish to 

continue. Yet guilt, anger, fear and loneliness can congeal 

into forms of racial and class injustice, stupefying us into 

compliance, despair or surrender. Mandela reminds us how 

one courageous person can make a difference. 

 

Jesus dealt with these forces by commanding them to come 

out; by making evident their true colours. He was able to 

convince sufferers that they had been restored by faith to a 

new wholeness. It seems likely that there is truth in the 

healing stories because of the oft-repeated accusation that 

Jesus did such works by the power of the devil, by 

Beelzebub.  

 

The only way his enemies could attack him was by casting 

aspersions on his motives and to question the source of his 

power to heal. Forced to resort to the weakest form of attack, 

they made it personal, but Jesus simply replies, blessed is 

anyone who takes no offence at me - such accusations made 

no sense. Satan was not interested in making people well and 

whole; to do so would be to act against himself. Later, Jesus 

will say in Mt. 12: 

 
“But if it is by the power of the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, 

then the kingdom of God has come to you.”  

 

These acts of healing, an integral part of his servant ministry, 

were perceived by Jesus as among the means by which the 

power of the in-breaking kingdom of God was beginning to 

manifest itself. Although early Christians inevitably set a 

great deal of store by these narratives of the Lord’s power to 

heal, they were often impatient, and Jesus himself seems to 

have been more concerned with the unseen, with sharing his 

perceptions of the kingdom’s new possibilities.  
 

Whilst he may have known, suspected, or sensed that God 

was acting mysteriously and especially through him, powers 

of healing and wholeness did not have to be seen as 

pertaining exclusively to him. The disciples would be made 

able to share in these powers, for acts like this anticipate 

possibilities intended for all humankind; events based in, and 

caused by, a fresh faith and hope which the impinging 

kingdom could create in the hearts of men and women. 

 

The theologian Frederick Borsch has described how:   

 
Restorations of human wholeness and potential were not to be 

perceived as a form of magic which would coerce trust in God and his 

rule. The kingdom’s powers were not given over to human control in 

such a way that they could be manipulated and performed on demand 

as a function of religion. Rather did they manifest themselves as gifts of 

promise, and confirmation of the faith that God’s ruling could 

penetrate the human situation.” 

 

And John the Baptist saw it all coming. Jesus in turn affirms 

and supports John’s prophetic role as an ascetic messenger 

from the wilderness, come to prepare the way of the Lord, 

but also to set in perspective the final authority of the 

kingdom from which he comes:  

 
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 

greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he.” Amen. 

 



 

 

Mt. 11.2-11 

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah 
was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?’ 4Jesus answered 
them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offence at me.’ 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written,  “See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you,     who 
will prepare your way before you.”   11Truly I 
tell you, among those born of women no one 
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 

the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. 

 

James 5.7-10 

7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the 
coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with 

it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 
is standing at the doors! 10As an example of 
suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
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