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Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer (Ps 19:14) 

 

The writer, Leon Bloy, wrote, ‘There’s only one sadness: the 

sadness of not being a saint.’ And it’s true – half our troubles 

come to us from others and if we possessed absolute grace of 

heart, perseverance of spirit, and generosity of nature, those 

troubles wouldn’t get us down half as much as they do. As to 

the troubles we bring on ourselves, if we had transparent 

goodness, lived in unblemished truth our souls overflowing with 

inner beauty, then surely our troubles would at least diminish, if 

not disappear altogether! In demonstrably living the principles 

of the kingdom of heaven, so very different to our own, Jesus 

must have realised that his gift to humankind may leave us mere 

mortals with an unreachable paradigm, a loving goodness we 

could never really attain. 

 

The part of Luke’s gospel we heard just now comes when 

opposition is forming against Jesus and confrontation becomes 

a certainty – the scribes and Pharisees are furious and plotting 

what to do about him. But Jesus, the ultimate Saint, keeps his 

heart, mind and speech on the will of God. We hear Luke’s 

version of the beatitudes - the blessings and woes that come 

about if we fail to focus on the imperative of God – the 

imperative that speaks of loving your enemies, that says ‘do to 

others as you would have them do to you.’ 

 

The c.18th Anglican Divine William Law identified a common 

thread to sainthood as involving the ability to keep the rule of 

thanking and praising God for everything that happens to you, 

however calamitous it seems. If we could do this, he says, if we 

could thank God for every eventuality, recognising I suppose 

that in everything there is something we can learn about love, 

then we could turn even calamities into blessings. 

 

A few weeks ago, I had cause to speak at a funeral about how 

the deceased had set such an awesome example of faithful, 

obedient discipleship. Saintliness of whatever degree can be 

almost intimidating in its depth and breadth… the behaviour of 

people like this is, well, a bit Christ-like really. Christ was… 

is, a person who was utterly devoted to those whom he loved, 

and that of course was everyone. A kind, forgiving, devoted, 

loving, forgiving person who laid down his life for others. The 

first disciples had only to look at Jesus and say, ‘God is like 

that’. The truth stood right there before them. 

 

Likewise, I’m sure we have all known someone who was or is, 

a spiritual superstar. Someone who, through no ill will or 

intent, caused us to feel completely inadequate and to think to 

ourselves, wow, Jesus must have been a bit like that - because 

of the awesome example they set. But then this is the Christian 

ideal isn’t it! Christianity says that you should give all your 

possessions away, refuse to defend yourself, love strangers as 

much as your family, behave as if there’s no tomorrow. You 

are, to make what you mean by your behaviour all important – 

if you don’t really mean it, it doesn’t count! Our faith is a faith 

aimed at perfectionism.  

 



But what is the consequence of having an ideal of behaviour 

where the bar is set so high? Well, the consequence is… 

everyone fails! Really, everyone, even those we might think of 

as saints! But through its other ideals, of compassion and 

mercy and forgiveness, our faith is also aligned to 

imperfection, to the acknowledgement that nobody is perfect – 

only Jesus. That’s why only he could do what he did. That’s 

why he is the way, the truth and the life. 

 

The saints challenge us to give thanks to God for all the 

circumstances of our lives. They challenge us to live 

resurrection now, to abundant living now, pointing always to the 

cross and beyond, to the resurrection. And so I’ve often 

wondered why we commemorate a saint on the day of their 

death rather than their birth. Apparently it began with the 

companions of St. Polycarp – the 2nd c. Bp. of the ancient Greek 

city of Smyrna – who wrote of how they would, ‘celebrate with 

great gladness and joy the day of his martyrdom as a birthday.’ 

The day of their brother’s death became a celebration of his 

birth into eternal life. 

 

I’m not talking about an inherited saintliness after death - we 

each die a little inside, in life, if we don’t have faith in the here 

and now. The Bible is inspired text, but we can read all kinds of 

inspired texts and still be lifeless unless they change us – fill us 

with life and vigour. Think of God as he ‘breathed into… 

[Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living 

being’ (Gen.2.7). This is what to be ‘inspired’ means – to have 

a larger life breathed into us – this marks the progression of the 

evolution of consciousness – where we become more concerned 

for others than for ourselves.  

 

In the past, the Saints have been venerated to absurd and even 

macabre extremes, their mortal remains ascribed with special 

miraculous powers. I would never presume to say that God may 

not work in this way, but we don’t worship the saints as we 

worship God. We celebrate their memory with ritual solemnity 

because we want to defy those who say, “I’m too stuck in my 

ways to change’. We want be inspired to follow their example, 

to share in their merits, and be helped by their prayers for us. So 

let us not be dismayed at our lack of saintly behaviour, but let 

us acknowledge and act on all our blessings and woes. In so 

doing, in all truth and honesty, we can be transformed. 
 

Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luke 6.20-31                 Blessings and Woes 

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are 
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 ‘Blessed 

are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. ‘Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 ‘Blessed are you 

when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice on 

that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 
heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 24 

‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 
consolation. 25 ‘Woe to you who are full now, for you will be 
hungry. ‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn 

and weep. 26 ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that 
is what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 

27 ‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 

coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who 
begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 

ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. 

Daniel 7.1-3,15-18    Visions of the Four Beasts 

In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a 

dream and visions of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote 
down the dream: 2I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four 

winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, 3and four great 
beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 

15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the 
visions of my head terrified me. 16I approached one of the 

attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said 
that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 

17‘As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of 

the earth. 18But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive 
the kingdom & possess the kingdom for ever—for ever & ever.’ 

Ephesians 1.11-end. 

11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 

destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were 

the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is 
the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own 

people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

Paul’s Prayer  
 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

towards all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 

him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God 

put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also 

in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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