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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable 
to you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer (Ps.19:14). 
 
Our reading today gives us an opportunity, together with the disciples, 
to reflect on Jesus’ relationship with those who believe in him. As he 
prays for his disciples he also makes clear his profound unity with the 
Father and his dedication to his mission. Ch.17 of the Gospel of John 
acts as a contemplative summary, immediately preceding Christ’s 
betrayal and arrest. It begins with a description of eternal life, which is, 
quite simply, where people may come to know the love of the one true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom he sent. 
 
Words have been spoken and deeds enacted, the disciples have had 
their feet washed and been issued with the ultimate commandment – to 
love one another as Jesus has loved them. Now Jesus turns to his 
Father to pray for them, and in so doing we see him turn away from the 
earthly and toward heaven. As he prays it’s almost as though he’s 
started to leave this world even before the crucifixion; in this moment 
he is with the Father and in the Father, contemplating the divine plan 
for creation and for humanity. This is a plan that Jesus will be 
instrumental in fulfilling; perhaps has already fulfilled in terms of the 
will & the spirit, that people may be healed of their aggressiveness, 
hatred & fear, and become one in God; that they may be made ‘whole’ 
and realise their inherent ‘holiness.’  
 
v.14: I have given them your word and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 
 
The disciples, and through them all believers, are not of this world any 
more than Jesus is. Jesus reveals that the plan is nearing completion; 
the Godhead, having descended in the flesh of the Christ, will enable 

the flesh of humanity to ascend to God. It is no longer the Word who 
becomes a human being, but human beings who are regaining holiness, 
being transformed into the likeness of God. 
 
Jean Vanier, the founder of the international Christian L’Arche 
Community for those with learning disabilities, had much to say on the 
business of becoming holy, 
 
This holiness is not something we can achieve; it is given. It is not reserved for a few 
strong-willed people, for austere seekers of God, for those who have an official role 
in the church, or for those who preach and do advanced theological studies. It is not 
reserved for those who are well-known mystics or for those who do wonderful things 
for the poor. Holiness is for all those who are poor enough to welcome Jesus. It is 
for people living ordinary lives and who feel lonely. It is for all those who are old, 
sick, hospitalised or out of work, who open their hearts in trust to Jesus and cry out 
for his healing love. “Come, Lord Jesus, come!”  

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus, p. 296 
 
Normal rules of time don’t apply in heaven. Jesus asks that the Father 
glorify him with the same glory that Jesus had in God’s presence 
before the world existed. Father, Son and Holy Ghost have been 
around since long before the world was made. And what is glory? 
Glory is any manifestation of the love & mercy, majesty & power, 
wisdom or infinity of God. As the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote, 
“the world is charged with the grandeur of God. / It will flame out, like 
shining from shook foil.”  
 
Jesus sees how God’s glory is manifest in all the beauty of creation; 
how we, God’s children, give glory to God whenever we recognise that 
all that is beautiful in us comes from God. We give glory to God as we 
bear fruit and live life to the full, as we make known the humble and 
compassionate God through our words, gestures and lives. 
 
The world is the object of God’s love, and the Son gives his human, 
incarnate life for its life. The Lord prays that the life of believers may 
be such that the whole world may be led to believe in their Master’s 
mission, to know that the Father’s love for the Son is the measure of 
the Father’s love for all believers. These truths can only be perceived 



from within, the world is not conscious of the holiness of God and 
cannot enter his kingdom. To see and enter the kingdom of God is of 
necessity to be called & admitted to redemptive work, to become an 
instrument for bringing humanity within the compass & knowledge of 
divine love.  
 
And yet the Son’s perfect work on earth wasn’t achieved without the 
presence, activity & potency of evil; an evil overthrown by mercy, 
non-violence, grace and peace. In spite of the malign presence of evil, 
his joy of intimacy with the divine, may be shared by the disciples, 
who are to remain in the world and to work in it, shared in the fullest 
measure. To them, and through them us, he gave the Father’s word, 
raising us out of the world to his own stature. He prays that the Father 
will keep them, although in the world, separate and consecrate from it, 
and also in the truth, the truth or reality, which is the Father’s Word. 
 
Much like the mission of the L’Arche Community, and other places 
like it, celebrating the unique value of every person and recognising 
our need one for another. L’Arche seeks to nurture communities of 
faith where mutually transforming relationships can flourish, 
recognising that those most in need have much to teach those of us 
who feel most secure in our gifts and capabilities. A complacent or 
static faith leads to stagnation and ‘dis-ease,’ while one that reaches 
out with faith, love and courage changes the world. 
 
I’d like to leave you with these words by Patriarch Athenagoras of 
Constantinople, 
 
I have waged this war against myself for many years. 
It was terrible. 
But now I am disarmed. 
I am no longer frightened of anything  
because love banishes fear. 
I am disarmed of the need to be right 
and to justify myself by disqualifying others. 
I am no longer on the defensive, 

holding onto my riches. 
I just want to welcome and to share. 
I don’t hold on to my ideas and projects. 
If someone shows me something better –  
no, I shouldn’t say better but good –  
I accept them without any regrets. 
I no longer seek to compare. 
What is good, true and real is always for me the best. 
That is why I have no fear. 
When we are disarmed and dispossessed of self, 
if we open our hearts to the God-Man  
who makes all things new, 
then he takes away past hurts 
and reveals a new world 
where everything is possible. 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Acts 1.15-17, 21-26 
 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers 
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred and 
twenty people) and said, 16‘Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.’  
21So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness 
with us to his resurrection.’ 23So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
 
1 John 5.9-13 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 
greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified 
to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God 
have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that 
God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. 
  
Epilogue 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

John 17.6-19 
 
6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in 
the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from 
the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
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