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Grant, O God, that in the written word, & thru’ the spoken word, we may 
behold the living Word, our Christmas Lord & Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
Happy Christmas everyone! Really, a very happy Christmas! 
I imagine you’ve all got particular ideas about what 
Christmas should be all about – and I guess those ideas are 
all connected by things that bring joy – or the hope of joy at 
least. Good food, good wine, good company – family all 
being lovely to one another – something entertaining on the 
telly – The Two Ronnies: Christmas Show maybe? The 
Downton Abbey Finale perhaps! All things that are 
connected with the hope of joy at least, apart from the 
adverts! Why is it that, wherever we turn these days, we’re 
being sold something… 
 
But don’t worry – Christianity is emphatically not for sale! 
We got it for free, with what happened at the dawn of this 
new day, 2,000 years ago, with the birth of the baby at 
Bethlehem - but this wasn’t actually the beginning. I mean 
the real beginning, the dawn of time, the big bang… Those 
words of John’s Gospel are very beautiful, don’t you think?  
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 
 
It’s quite a message – especially if you really believe it. The 
idea that God had a thought about life – and being God, he 
only had to utter it for it to become real – the ‘realest’ thing 
there is, because God is generous, forgiving, saving love. 
But then we hear that God imagined his Word as a man – 
‘He’ - and being God, he had only to think it and ‘pow’ - this 
person was the means by which everything came into being. 
Everything! According to John, you and I are only here 
because of this ‘He’.  
 
But then God saw that, across the millennia, his people were 
getting into all kinds of trouble. They didn’t believe that the 
Creator, to whom they owed their very existence, really 
loved them, and that they shouldn’t be thinking that they 
could do a better job of running things than ‘He’ could 
without walking in his ways. The O.T., the Hebrew Bible, is 
full of stories about God trying to get his children to have 
faith in him and to love one another, but all ‘He’ saw was us 
being selfish and cruel.  
 
So, like any good parent, ‘He’ did something about it. But 
this wasn’t to be just another prophecy or message from on 
high… a message of sound bites or information….  
 
God wasn’t born in a stable in Bethlehem merely to convey 
information. Our message is not about God: God is himself 
the message… …Jesus didn’t simply convey a message. He 
transmits life itself, and everyone he touches is transformed, 
changed, made more fully alive. (Richard Thomas) 



His stories acted, and still act today, like yeast in dough. 
They work in us, expanding our vision, shattering our 
illusions and bringing us to life. Just like the idea of 
almighty God becoming born in dubious circumstances as 
the defenceless little baby of a poverty-struck carpenter in a 
remote backwater of the roman empire. Doesn’t this really 
challenge every pre-conception we might have about true 
power, wealth or influence? 
 
Christian intent doesn’t begin with a decision by an 
advertising agency or marketing firm, in a committee or a 
parish church council for that matter. Our communication 
begins with the activity of the Holy Spirit driving us 
forward, ‘into all truth’, as John puts it. The initiative is 
God’s. We begin with neither a product, nor with a message 
– we begin with the God who is alive and present in his 
people, and who longs to bring others into a growing 
relationship with himself. 
 
And John’s gospel gathers together the inheritance of the 
centuries to bring us the amazing news that God, the Creator 
of all, came amongst us in Christ - not just to ‘talk’, to ‘sell 
an idea’ but to ‘show’ us himself - without any adverts - 
living, walking, talking, generous, life-saving love in the 
flesh - a never-ending source of hope, joy and nourishment 
that nothing can ever destroy.  
 
And you know what, it’s true. It’s really true, that bit about 
how He transmits life itself, and everyone he touches is 
transformed, changed, made more fully alive. But you have 
to want him to touch you. My life has been turned upside 

down by the birth of that child in the stable. If you’d told me, 
even just 15 years ago, that I would one day be standing here 
in front of you singing the praises of the carpenter’s son 
from Nazareth, I know I’d have been astonished. But I’m so 
full of joy to be doing what I think God always wanted me to 
do, that even when I fail or lose heart, I’m always in awe of 
what his unseen powers can achieve. 
 
So enjoy the free gift of Christmas - I wish you all the joy of 
the forgiving, saving, generous love brought to you by Christ 
- Happy Christmas every one! 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 1.1-14           The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 

 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Isaiah 52.7-10 

 How beautiful upon the mountains    are the 
feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news,    who announces 
salvation,    who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
 Listen! Your sentinels lift up 
their voices,    together they sing for joy; for in 
plain sight they see    the return of the Lord to 
Zion.  Break forth together into singing,    you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted 
his people,    he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The 
Lord has bared his holy arm    before the eyes 
of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see    the salvation of our God.  

Hebrews 1.1-4  God Has Spoken by His Son 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many 
and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds. He is the reflection 
of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very being, and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. 


