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The Needs of the Lord 
 
Enable us, our Father, to respond to the grace of your word with humility of heart and 
in the spirit of love; that our lives may be conformed more and more to the image of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Palm Sunday. We come now to the beginning of Holy Week; 
the days we know of as Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
loom large. We must endure, with Christ, the complicity we 
all share in the manner of his death, before we can share in the 
joy of his Easter glory. 
 

Two readings from Luke’s gospel: the one known as the Palm 
Gospel; the other, the gospel of the Passion. The Palm title is 
obvious, but why do we refer to the short final part of Christ’s 
story, from his entrance into Jerusalem to his crucifixion on 
Mount Calvary, as ‘the passion?’ - it’s from the Latin: 
passionem, meaning "suffering or enduring" – but more on 
that later. 
 

The journey to glory by way of Jerusalem now enters a 
decisive stage. The heir to the throne of David enters Zion 
riding, not on some impressive, muscular Arabian charger, as 
befits a victory parade, but on a donkey, as Zechariah foretold 
(9.9). No need for a Bentley, a trusty and much-valued old 
banger will do… We’ve heard about this before… these are 
the topsy-turvey values of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Two observations about the Palm Gospel – the first is the 
repeated ‘The Lord needs it’ (vv.31 & 34), the second is the 
very different responses we see from the disciples to that of 
the Pharisees.  

1. ‘The Lord needs it’ is a marvelous example of the gracious 
providence of God. Though Lord of all, he will use two living 
instruments, the disciples for one, and the colt/donkey for a 
second, and require them to contribute to this hugely 
significant occasion in the furthering of the kingdom. The fact 
that Zecharaiah had prophesied this only underlines the 
careful and routine preparation, but God doesn't do it all! – 
this isn’t a rigid determinism, rather a blend of both divine 
sovereignty and earthly, creaturely, human, involvement.  
 
2. And then the two responses – on the one hand the 
exhilaration of the multitude of disciples praising God 
joyfully with loud voices, leaving us in no doubt that they hail 
Jesus as the promised Messiah – on the other the rejection, 
dissent and disapproval of the Pharisees. Jesus no longer 
orders his disciples to remain silent – the time for decision has 
come – Jerusalem must crown, or crucify, her king. But this 
moment is bittersweet for us, because we all know what they 
decided… 
 
So just as Christ entered Jerusalem in 1st century Palestine, so 
today he enters  'in here' and 'right now'. There is a Jerusalem 
of the heart. Our inner life also has its temple and palaces, its 
places of corruption, its gardens of rest, its seat of judgment 
(MG). We might be inclined to welcome him in full of joy 
and praise – but will we allow his Spirit to work on us, to 
change us, to become the people God always intended us to 
be.  
 
Or, will we lose faith, give up, maybe even get angry at the 
demands being made of us. Will we side with those stronger 
than ourselves, join forces in our weakness with those we 
know to be wrong, and allow ourselves to be unjustly 



swayed? Will we become part of that crowd crying ‘crucify’, 
because we’re so disappointed in the man who once seemed 
so full of promise?..... 
 
And then there’s that Passion Gospel, focussing this year on 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper, which we shall 
commemorate again in just a little while. Luke tells us that 
Jesus ‘eagerly desired to eat this Passover’ with his apostles 
before he goes on to suffer. The Passover described in the OT, 
we remember, involved the ritual blood sacrifice of an 
unblemished male lamb that would help distinguish those who 
should be saved from the avenging angel passing the people 
of Israel overhead.  
 
The fact that Christ sits down with his friends just prior to his 
own great sacrifice, many of whom have already been a 
source of disappointment and frustration for him, has 
therefore particular significance. This is the time that he can 
tell them how he will keep in touch, bring them the bread of 
heaven, that will sustain them and the generations to come 
even after he can be seen no more. 
 
But there is also this element of need, ‘I have eagerly 
desired…’ – what kind of man ‘wants’, so much, to lay down 
his life for his friends, even when they are so obviously, even 
excruciatingly, flawed. This, I believe, is a glimpse of the true 
nature of the Son revealed for all to see. The Son who knows 
all too well the enormity of the love of his Father, wanting 
most fervently, to make all God’s children aware of that love. 
 
In offering up his own body and blood, symbolised for us in 
the bread and the wine, Jesus puts an end to the need for any 
blood sacrifice to be made in the name of God - and at the 

same time he includes all those who have, in the course of his 
ministry, joined him on his journeying, or gathered around his 
table - sinners & saints, prostitutes & priests, accusers and the 
accused. Through them he invites us to his table. So the topsy-
turvey values of the kingdom are seen to be in play, as they 
are every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper – everyone 
is welcome, no-one is excluded. This is the love of a Messiah. 
 
So when it comes to communion, step up everyone. Let us 
embrace together our guilt, our shame, our complicity in the 
attempt to kill off God – because God is more powerful than 
us… and he didn’t die. He lives now in the bread and the 
wine, in your heart and mine – all we have to do is accept his 
invitation, and crucially, keep on doing so. So wave your 
cruciform palms – be joyful, and walk with Christ into a 
bright new day. 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luke 19:28-40 Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 

29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 
30saying, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it 
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie 
it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, “Why are you 
untying it?” just say this: “The Lord needs it.” ’ 32So those who 
were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As 
they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are 
you untying the colt?’ 34They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ 35Then 
they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the 
colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now 
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully 
with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 
38saying, ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!’ 
 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, 
order your disciples to stop.’ 40He answered, ‘I tell you, if 
these were silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  The Servant’s Humiliation and Vindication 

 4 The Lord God has given me  the tongue of a teacher, that I 
may know how to sustain    the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens—    wakens my ear    to listen as those 
who are taught.  5 The Lord God has opened my ear,    and I 
was not rebellious,    I did not turn backwards.  6 I gave my 
back to those who struck me,    and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face    from insult and 
spitting.  

 7 The Lord God helps me;    therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint,    and I know 

that I shall not be put to shame;  8   he who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me?    Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries?    Let them confront me.  9 
It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will 
eat them up.  

Luke 22.14-23 -The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
 
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and 
the apostles with him. 15He said to them, ‘I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I tell 
you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 
17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take 
this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from 
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same with the cup after 
supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who betrays me is 
with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is 
going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom 
he is betrayed!’ 23Then they began to ask one another which 
one of them it could be who would do this.   
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