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Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable 
in your sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer (Ps 19:14) 

 

In 1st c. Palestine, the biggest power on earth was Roman, and 

like everyone in that Empire, Mary & Joseph were subject to 

that power. Augustus ruled by decree, and it was at his behest 

that the expectant couple were ordered from Nazareth in 

Galilee, to Bethlehem in Judea, the city of David. The reasons 

for this were economic - Rome didn't much care about the well-

being of its subjects or any upheavals it may cause - it just 

wanted to make sure it was getting its due whack of tax from its 

citizens. Some things don't ever change. 

 

There were many in Judea who would grow angry at their 

government, and thirty-something years later, many of Jesus' 

disciples would look to their leader to do something about all 

the perceived injustices of the day, and then be thoroughly 

disappointed in him when he didn't incite his people to riot. No 

doubt his eventual death added fuel to the fires of insurrection, 

even allowing for the hope instilled by his joyful resurrection. 

Judea experienced revolution, to be brutally suppressed by the 

Romans in 70AD, when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.  

 

But something had been loosed into the world, 2,000 years ago, 

which meant that planet earth couldn't ever be quite the same, 

ever again. It was a quiet, more peaceful revolution, that even  

 

when it too was suppressed, as it has been from time to time, it 

could not ever be completely quenched. And it all began with 

the birth of that child, in a stable, somewhere in Bethlehem. 

Now, no one human of those times could ever have fully 

imagined or understood the enormity of the power that was 

unleashed, nor fully foreseen the ripple effect it would have; 

ripples that radiated out across the world and still do to this day, 

but maybe there were some who foresaw something in the age 

of the prophets. 

 

Isaiah talked about people living in darkness who would see a 

great light, a light that, according to St. John, 'was life, the light 

of all people'. This light 'shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it' (1.4,5). He talked about how it would bring 

a joy akin to the joy of a plentiful harvest after famine, or akin 

to the joy of dividing plunder seized from an oppressor (Isa.9.3). 

He talked about how God had, metaphorically, rolled up his 

sleeve in a workman-like fashion and 'bared his holy arm before 

the eyes of all the nations' (Isa.52.10), something we could 

interpret today as meaning 'he came among us himself, to show 

us himself' and to convey a very important message. 

 

But please don't get me wrong, I'm not saying that God was born 

in a stable just to convey information. The message wasn't about 

God; God himself was, is, always will be, the message itself. As 

St. John says in his first letter, 'Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God... Whoever does not love does not 

know God, for God is love' (1 John 4:7-12). And that's the 

power that was unleashed into the world, the love of God 

himself.  

 



I'm not saying that love didn't exist in the world before Christ 

was born, it obviously did in the hearts of some men and 

women, folk of every age, both before and since, but never had 

the world experienced such raw, undiluted love in the totality of 

the divine love itself. What was unleashed into the world was 

the love of God himself, a love that would, in all humility, lay 

down its own life for those it loved, and that has made all the 

difference - because it can never now be denied.  

 

We know from non-scriptural sources that a man called Jesus 

was born, that he lived and died, and that he rose from the dead 

to speak with his followers, and that people were so astonished 

by his reappearances that they wrote gospels about him, his life 

story, and what happened afterwards. They were captivated by 

him because he seemed 'to transmit life itself' - that everyone he 

touched, both actually and metaphorically, could be 

'transformed, changed, made more fully alive. His stories acted, 

and still act today, like yeast in dough. They work in us, 

expanding our vision, shattering our illusions and bringing us 

to life' (Richard Thomas). 

 

I want to close my address to you tonight/today by using a 

metaphor of another kind and in another way. Now I know that 

some folk struggle with poetry, and if that's you, then I plead for 

your forgiveness, but I think poetry is the language of the spirit 

and that sometimes it's the only way to turn. What follows is a 

free verse vision that seeks to acknowledge everything I've just 

been talking about, but that also sees how water can be viewed 

as an agent of God, a means of nurture, a life-bringer, a life-

giver, even as something sacramental, when it's used at baptism 

or in the chalice. I think it's appropriate for Christmas, and I 

hope you will agree. It's called... 

When Love comes down to earth... 
 
 

Every time a raindrop falls;  

every time the tides shift shingle  

or the solemn seas make lazy waves;  

every time a spring breaks ground,  

or a drizzle turns dry things damp with life; 

love comes down to earth. 
 

Every time the wishing-wells fill with hope; 

whenever we draw a pail or turn a tap  

to water a barren, parched land; 

and each time the mist arises  

from the warmed ground to gather  

in a dewdrop on a leaf-tip; 

love comes down to earth. 
 

Whenever the wet tramp finds welcome  

at the blazing hearth, or hot tears  

roll down reddened cheeks;  

whenever souls are washed by sorrow,  

or thirsts are quenched in re arevelation; 

and every, single time the human waters break,  

love comes down to earth, even if unwelcome. 
 

With each foot we stoop to bathe  

and each babe that’s brought to font;  

whenever the water’s mixed with wine  

and the kneelers share the feast; 

all life we see is liquid holiness; 

the babe is brought to birth;  

It’s Christmas-tide again, 

and Love comes down to earth. 🌏  

 



 Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.     

 

 

Isaiah 9.2-7 
 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 

   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 

   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6 For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

 

 
Luke 2.1-14 

  
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child.6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified.10But the 
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

 

 
 



 

 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 

   the return of the Lord to Zion.  
9 Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 

   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
John 1.1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 

to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 
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