
Virtual Holy Communion from St. Andrew’s Vicarage  

Sunday next before Lent: 14th February 2021 @ 10:30am  

Mark 9:2-9; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 2 Cor.4:3-6 

 

The Transfiguration      

 

The poet, priest and academic, Malcolm Guite, imagines himself as a witness to what St. Mark 

describes at the beginning of ch.9 of his gospel: 
 

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’, 

On that one mountain where all moments meet, 

The daily veil that covers the sublime 

In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet. 

There were no angels full of eyes and wings 

Just living glory full of truth and grace. 

The love that dances at the heart of things 

Shone out upon us from a human face  

And to that light the light in us leaped up, 

We felt it quicken somewhere deep within, 

A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope 

Trembled and tingled through the tender skin. 

Nor can this this blackened sky, this darkened scar 

Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are. 

 

Transfiguration is the moment when God is made visible and the significance of Jesus is seen. 

Making God visible is the theme of the reflections of a former Bishop of Woolwich, John A. T. 

Robinson (1919–1983) on the death of a 16-year-old girl: 

 
Two years ago, I found myself having to speak at the funeral of a 16-year-old girl who died in our Yorkshire 

Dales. I said stumblingly that God was to be found in the cancer as much as the sunset. That I firmly 

believed, but it was an intellectual statement. Now I have had to ask if I can say it of myself which is a 

much greater test. When I said it from the pulpit, I gather it produced quite a shock wave. I guess this was 

for two reasons: 

 

1. Because I had mentioned the word openly in public – and even among Christians it is (or it was for 

much happened in the short time since) the great unmentionable. “Human kind,” said T. S. Eliot, 

“cannot bear very much reality.”  

 

2. The shockwave was also no doubt due to my saying that God was in the cancer. As I made absolutely 

clear at the time, by this I did not mean that God was in it by intending or sending it. That would make 

him a very devil. Yet people always see these things in terms of his deliberate purpose or the failure of 

it. Why does he allow it? …they say, and they get angry with God. Or rather, they project their anger 

on to God. And to let the anger come out is no bad thing. For so often diseases of strain and depression 

are caused by suppressed anger and hatred of other people or of oneself. So it is healthy that it should 

come out – and God can take it… for God is to be found in cancer as in everything else. If he is not, 

then he is not the God of the Psalmist who said, “If I go down to hell, thou are there also,” let alone of 

the Christian, who knows God most deeply in the Cross. 

 

We are in the western church see the Transfiguration differently to eastern orthodoxy. They keep the 

main focus on the Transfiguration of the 6th August, where it is seen as an anticipation of the end time 

of the whole cosmos, in which the vision of divine glory will pervade humanity and matter. We see 



this anticipated in the work of religious artists who paint icons, in the way they make matter shine 

with the light of the divine face. 

 
The artistic perfection of an icon is not only a reflection of celestial glory – it is a concrete example of 

matter restored to its original harmony and beauty, to serve as a vehicle of the Spirit. Icons are part of 

the transfigured cosmos. 

 

The Transfiguration, especially in St. Mark’s Gospel, comes at a decisive and pivotal place. On the 

one hand it sums up the miracles in which Jesus manifested his divine glory, which in the first half of 

that gospel were always amazing people, and sometimes disturbing them too. These features of 

healing beauty are epitomised in the traditional site of the Transfiguration, Mount Tabor, where, 

according to the pilgrim, Elisaeus, are, 

 

 ‘springs of water and densely planted trees, which blossom from the rain of the clouds and produce 

all kinds of sweet fruits and delightful scents; there are also vines which give wine worthy for kings to 

drink… the path by which the Lord ascended is winding… whoever wishes to climb up to pray can 

easily make the ascent.’ (Zernov, The Russians and their Church, p. 131.) 

 
On the other hand, Jesus talks with Moses and Elijah about his coming suffering on a hill outside 

Mount Zion in the south. Christ transfigured in light scans ahead and sees the encroaching darkness. 

His glory bravely looked onto its own unmaking on the cross, and brought about a deeper 

transfiguration into the Resurrection’s greater glory.  

 

So today, in the west at least, we turn from celebrating creation and creativity to acknowledging our 

alienation from both and the need for the redemptive journey. You can join us on that journey in our 

forthcoming Lent course where, thanks to the thoughts of Sister Wendy Beckett, we can look at some 

carefully chosen works of art to help guide us on the way.  

 

In the poem I began with, Malcolm Guite wrote of seeing momentary glimpses of how things really 

are. But to close, we can also achieve some understanding of the Transfiguration by thinking of the 

Broadway sensation, Les Miserables. This musical struck a chord with audiences all around the 

world, and of the many memorable songs in the Opus, the epilogue at the conclusion wraps up 

various threads with a simple sentence – “to love another person is to see the face of God”. This 

harmonises shockingly well with the impact of the Transfiguration event – truth revealed in the form 

of love.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 Kings 2.1-12        Elijah Ascends to Heaven 

  
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah 

said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to 

him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 

4 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, 

I will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, 

‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ 

6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 

live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 

from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water 

was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let 

me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 10He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from 

you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated 

the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The 

chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

  

Psalm 50     The Acceptable Sacrifice     A Psalm of Asaph. 

  
1 The mighty one, God the Lord, 

  speaks and summons the earth 

  from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

  God shines forth. 

 

3 Our God comes and does not keep silence, 

  before him is a devouring fire, 

  and a mighty tempest all around him. 

4 He calls to the heavens above 

  and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 

5 ‘Gather to me my faithful ones, 

  who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!’ 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, 

  for God himself is judge. 

         Selah 

 2 Corinthians 4.3-6 

  
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 

6For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

  

 

 

Mark 9.2-9     The Transfiguration 

  

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then 

Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 

8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 

after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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