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May the risen Lord now be in all our hearts, and upon my lips, that every 
thought and word may be wholly for the honour and glory of his holy name. 
Amen. 
 
 
‘…Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  …through believing 
you may have life in his name’. 
 
John tells us how the disciples see the Lord, and then how 
Thomas comes to see the Lord. These words are intended to help 
all future believers, like you and me, who’ve not actually seen the 
risen Christ; …but then we should also be aware that throughout 
the history of humankind, the blessing of the gift of sight, and the 
evidence of our eyes, can be something of a mixed blessing. 
 
Our eyes can fool us – we can’t entirely trust what they tell us. 
But then again, we may find through them our heart’s desire. 
Certainly this must have been the case for the romantic poet 
Byron who, whilst writing his ‘Hebrew Melodies’, described 
how: 
 

‘She walks in beauty, like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 
And all that’s best of dark and bright 

Meet in her aspect and her eyes: 
Thus mellowed to that tender light 
Which heaven to gaudy day denies. 

 

More pragmatically Jonathan Swift, writing a letter to a young 
lady on her forthcoming marriage, warns how: 
 

‘You have but a very few years to be young and handsome 
in the eyes of the world; and a few months to be so in the 
eyes of a husband, who is not a fool.’ 

 
The poet, Wm. Blake, is more explicit. Writing in his 
‘Everlasting Gospel’ he describes how the eyes, ears & mouth, 
 

‘This life’s five windows to the soul 
Distort the Heavens from pole to pole, 

And leads you to believe a lie 
When you see with, not thro’, the eye’ 

 
But let’s hear from Sam Weller, from Dickens’ ‘Pickwick 
Papers’, lamenting his own condition: 
 

‘Yes, I have a pair of eyes,’ replied Sam, ‘and that’s just it. 
If they wos a pair o’ patent double million magnifyin’ gas 
microscopes of hextra power, p’raps I might be able to see 
through a flight of stairs and a deal door; but bein’ only 
eyes, you see my wision’s limited.’ 

 
Sam wants the x-ray vision of Superman! It’s actually quite 
difficult to come across positive thoughts concerning the gift of 
sight. We’re often wary of its evidence - but at other times, 
especially over questions of faith, like Thomas, we often revert to 
a need for certainty that we believe sight provides. But then I’ve 
heard faith described as the opposite of certainty.  
 
A few years ago now, my son Joby came to me during a holiday 
in Norfolk saying excitedly ‘I think I’ve just seen an Adder!’ 
‘Nonsense’ says I, ‘I’ve been coming here for thirty years and 



I’ve never seen a poisonous snake before in all that time. Don’t 
worry about it!’ Shortly afterwards, and because he’d suffered a 
snake-bite on the nose, we were obliged to rush our Collie dog to 
the Vets. I was obliged to apologise and eat humble pie. I’d been 
certain – I hadn’t believed the testimony of my son – I’d never 
seen a snake, so there couldn’t have been one. I hadn’t had faith 
in him. 
 
There’s a Latin definition for theology, the study of God: fides 
quaerens intellectum, ‘faith seeking understanding’. 
 
So what is the ultimate objective of faith and must we seek to 
understand it? God, as he did in Jesus Christ, and as we heard in 
John’s Gospel, crosses boundaries, perhaps even Sam Weller’s 
wooden door: despite the fact that ‘the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked…’ nonetheless ‘Jesus stood 
amongst them’ (v.19).  
 
I’d like to read a couple of sentences from a book by Daniel 
Migliore called ‘Faith Seeking Understanding’: 
 

‘Christians are confronted by mystery in all the central 
affirmations of their faith; the mystery of the holy love of 
God manifest in the creation of the world, the mystery of 
the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, and the mystery of 
the renewal and promised transformation of broken human 
lives and of the entire world by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
To the eyes of faith, the world is encompassed by the 
mystery of God’. 

 
And he goes on to say that mystery is very different from mere 
problem – problems can be solved – a true mystery is 
inexhaustible: 
 

 ‘Christian faith prompts enquiry not least because it points 
to the shocking mystery that in the humble service and 
terrible passion of Jesus, God is at work for our salvation’ 
(p.3). 

 
Faith can be an elusive, challenging thing – the author of 
Hebrews writes to tell us that: 

 
 “…faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen… by faith we understand that the worlds 
were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 
made from things that are not visible” (11:1,3). 

 
 It’s human nature to have difficulty in holding on to things 
invisible, even though we’re made in the image of an invisible 
God and have the lifespark of divinity within us. Let’s be frank, 
we have a hard enough time making sense of forces we can see at 
work… but let’s not underestimate the importance of cultivating 
a fearless conviction of belief in something absolute, that we can 
seek to understand, but that we can completely trust in without 
having to wholly understand  (Garrett, p.33). 
 
Let’s not be too hard on ourselves, or on poor old doubting 
Thomas. In questioning his reliance on the evidence of his eyes, 
Jesus didn’t condemn him as he could have done. He used the 
opportunity to stress the need for faith – ‘Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe’ (v.29b). 
 
Spoken in the name of……. 
 
 
 
 



John 20.19-end            Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.’ 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.’ 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name.  

Acts 2:14a,22-32                Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 

22 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among 
you, as you yourselves know— 23this man, handed over to 
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 
24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 
25For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always 
before me,    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken;  26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced;    moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  27 For you 
will not abandon my soul to Hades,    or let your Holy One 
experience corruption.  28 You have made known to me the 
ways of life;    you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.” 

29 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 
put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, 
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He 
was not abandoned to Hades,    nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.”  32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us 
are witnesses. 

 

 



1 Peter 1.3-9                                         A Living Hope 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and 
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected 
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for 
a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that 
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 
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