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Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer (Ps 19:14) 
 
O, if only the deluded followers of Islamic fundamentalist attitudes could 
learn from the Wisdom of Solomon! In a week where we have seen 15 
British people killed in Tunisia, a beheading in France and an attack on a 
Shia mosque in Kuwait, it is good to be reminded of the Wisdom of 
Solomon and God’s attitude to humanity inflicting death on itself:  
 
13 because God did not make death, 
and he does not delight in the death of the living.  
14 For he created all things so that they might exist; 
the generative forces of the world are wholesome, 
and there is no destructive poison in them, 
and the dominion of Hades is not on earth.  
15 For righteousness is immortal.  
 
The dominion of Hades is not on earth – devilish acts only take place 
when people are misguided, deluded, or act out of self-interest. 
According to Christ, death is not on God’s agenda: ‘I have come that you 
may have life, and have it in abundance’ (John 10:10). 
 
And so I ask you, in the face of these horrors - do we believe that God 
can have an effect even though we can’t see him?  Do we believe that 
people can have an effect on others, even when they’re not present? Did 
Jesus know what the future held – for the woman with haemorrhages, for 
the daughter at the point of death, for himself. I’d like to explore these 
questions here with you now.  
 
Firstly, it could be said that any act of love, art or authorship brings the 
presence of a creative mind into the presence of others, even across the 
span of many lives and generations. When we choose to read a book or 
watch a favourite TV programme, when we enjoy doing so and become 
engaged, we are entering into the presence of the writer’s mind, revealed 

to us in the scenes, plots and characters described. Sometimes we can be 
so engaged that to put down the book or to finish the series is akin to 
separation, even a kind of bereavement. 
 
Similarly, a good work, an act of loving kindness, or even just the 
memory of one, can change our attitude and our behaviour for the rest of 
our days. But it is too often our failing, mine in particular, to sometimes 
forget all the good things God does through his people in every corner of 
the world – it’s easy to become dismayed by all the horrible things 
people do to one another. 
 
I try to maintain my belief that God, the ultimate creative mind, is 
continuously working with the good will of his people, their encounters 
and interactions, even in their births and passing-on, to achieve His ends 
- whether this is consciously realized by the person involved or not. I 
believe that the incidents he brings about, or should I say ‘co-incidences’, 
are all ones that enact, awaken, affirm, or reveal. I’m thinking of a story I 
love to tell where someone turned tragedy into extraordinarily positive 
action. 
 
Back in 1952, the Prebendary Priest Chad Varah made his somewhat 
traumatic debut in ministry by burying a 14 year old girl who'd killed 
herself because she believed that a natural bodily development for a girl 
of her age was a sign of something she’d done wrong. At that time in 
1950’s London there were three suicides per day in Greater London and 
no particular agency to help do anything about it. At that time the dial on 
the pay phones said “dial 999 for Fire, Police & Ambulance” –there was 
nothing for those who might be considering ending their lives. 
 
Toying with the idea of trying to do something about this he was led to 
apply for St. Stephen Walbrook Church in the City of London. Still bomb 
damaged after the war, the cellars were being considered as the HQ for 
his new organization, initially known as Befrienders, later to become the 
Samaritans.  
 
Revd Varah knew that he had to get a memorable telephone number to 
help people remember where to call; he also knew the area code was 
Mansion House, and thought that he would try to get the number ‘9000’ 



reserved for his new hotline. Picking up the dusty old Bakelite phone that 
was already in place, he jiggled the cradle to alert the operator and asked 
if he could get that number transferred to this phone - life was rather 
simpler in those days! The operator replied something to the effect of, 
“are you havin’ a laugh love? That is the number you’re calling from”, 
and so thanking the operator and replacing the receiver, Chad wiped the 
dust from the dial and read the number, ‘Mansion House 9000.’  
 
Now you can read spiritual significance into this if you like; I certainly 
do! But let’s now consider the synagogue official who took Christ to his 
daughter and in so doing gave the woman with a haemorrhage an 
opportunity to approach him. Through her, the Jewish official was to 
learn that there is no need to move God to another place, to take him on a 
journey, or to attract him by a physical presence. One must only believe 
that he is present in the whole of his being always and everywhere, that 
he responds to petition, and that if he so chooses, he can bring about 
whatever he wants.  
 
We don’t need to see him to believe in him, any more than Christ had to 
be present with the little girl to know that he could waken her; any more 
than he had to see the sickly woman touching his clothes to know that 
she drew on his power. In both cases, it was faith that made the miracles 
possible; a conscious acceptance of the power and wisdom of God, even 
in the acceptance of the possibility that God in his love and care might 
decide not to act at a particular time or place.  
 
Faith comes in the profound acceptance that God knows what we need 
better than we do, and that even when life seems totally unjust or unfair, 
that he is working his purposes out for the benefit of all his children. If 
we turn our backs on prayer, if we give in to despair, if we surrender all 
faith in hope, if we take matters into our own hands; if, like Islamic State 
we adopt policies of death and destruction, we deny the possibility that 
God can do anything for us. Our faith must believe that God is always 
trying to give us what we need, so that, rather than be overwhelmed by 
our burdens, we are instead overwhelmed by his grace. 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  

Mark 5.21-end   A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed 
 
21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, 
a great crowd gathered round him; and he was by the lake. 
22Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came 
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and begged him 
repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come 
and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and 
live.’ 24So he went with him. 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now 
there was a woman who had been suffering from 
haemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had endured much under 
many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was 
no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, 
and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 
28for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ 
29Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware 
that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 
crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ 31And his disciples 
said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can 
you say, “Who touched me?” ’ 32He looked all round to see who 
had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to 
her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told 
him the whole truth. 34He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the 
leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the 
teacher any further?’ 36But overhearing what they said, Jesus 
said to the leader of the synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.’ 
37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and 
John, the brother of James. 38When they came to the house of 
the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people 
weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he had entered, he said to 
them, ‘Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is 
not dead but sleeping.’ 40And they laughed at him. Then he put 
them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and 



those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 
41He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which 
means, ‘Little girl, get up!’ 42And immediately the girl got up 
and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this 
they were overcome with amazement. 43He strictly ordered 
them that no one should know this, and told them to give her 
something to eat. 

Wisdom of Solomon 1.13-15; 2.23-24 

13 because God did not make death, 
and he does not delight in the death of the living.  
14 For he created all things so that they might exist; 
the generative forces of the world are wholesome, 
and there is no destructive poison in them, 
and the dominion of Hades is not on earth.  
15 For righteousness is immortal.  
 
23 for God created us for incorruption, 
and made us in the image of his own eternity,  
24 but through the devil’s envy death entered the world, 
and those who belong to his company experience it.  

 
2 Corinthians 8.7-15 

7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so 
we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 
8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the 
genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 
9For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich. 10And in this matter I 
am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last 
year not only to do something but even to desire to do 
something— 11now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may 
be matched by completing it according to your means. 12For if 
the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 

one has—not according to what one does not have. 13I do not 
mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, 
but it is a question of a fair balance between 14your present 
abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for 
your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 15As it is 
written, 
‘The one who had much did not have too much, 
   and the one who had little did not have too little.’ 
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