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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable to 
you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer (Ps.19:14). 
 
Our reading today gives us an opportunity, together with the 
disciples, to reflect on Jesus’ relationship with those who 
believe in him. As he prays for his disciples he also makes 
clear his profound unity with the Father and his dedication to 
his mission. John 17 acts as a contemplative summary, 
immediately preceding Christ’s betrayal and arrest. It begins 
with a description of eternal life, which is, quite simply, where 
people may come to know the love of the one true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom he sent. 
 
Jesus is turning in prayer away from the earthly and toward 
heaven… almost as though he’s started to leave this world 
even before the crucifixion; in this moment he is with the 
Father and in the Father, contemplating the divine plan for 
creation and for humanity. That people may be healed of their 
aggressiveness, hatred & fear, and become one in God; that 
they may be made ‘whole’ and realise their inherent 
‘holiness.’ v.14: I have given them your word and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. 
 
The disciples, and through them all believers, are not of this 
world any more than Jesus is. Jesus reveals that the plan is 
nearing completion; the Godhead, having descended in the 
flesh of the Christ, will enable the flesh of humanity to ascend  

to God. It is no longer the Word who becomes a human being, 
but human beings who are regaining holiness, being 
transformed into the likeness of God. 
 
Jean Vanier, the founder of the international Christian 
L’Arche Community for those with learning disabilities, had 
much to say on the business of becoming holy, 
 
This holiness is not something we can achieve; it is given. It 
is not reserved for a few strong-willed people, for austere 
seekers of God, for those who have an official role in the 
church, or for those who preach and do advanced theological 
studies. It is not reserved for those who are well-known 
mystics or for those who do wonderful things for the poor. 
Holiness is for all those who are poor enough to welcome 
Jesus. It is for people living ordinary lives and who feel 
lonely. It is for all those who are old, sick, hospitalised or out 
of work, who open their hearts in trust to Jesus and cry out 
for his healing love. “Come, Lord Jesus, come!” 
                                                    Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus, p. 296 
 
Normal rules of time do not apply in heaven. Jesus asks that 
the Father glorify him with the same glory that Jesus had in 
God’s presence before the world existed. Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost have been around since before the world was 
made. What is glory? Any manifestation of the love & mercy, 
majesty & power, wisdom or infinity of God. As the priest 
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote,  
“the world is charged with the grandeur of God. / It will flame 
out, like shining from shook foil.”  
 



Jesus sees how God’s glory is manifest in all the beauty of 
creation; how we, God’s children, give glory to God whenever 
we recognise that all that is beautiful in us comes from God. 
We give glory to God as we bear fruit and live life to the full, 
as we make known the humble and compassionate God 
through our words, gestures and lives.  
 
Think of the way followers of Christ are embedded all around 
the world. We are not obvious in our nationality, our city, our 
town or the language we speak – we are a diverse plurality.  
We dress pretty much the same way as other people do, our 
customs and habits are not markedly unusual, and we believe 
in goodness, kindness, mercy and forgiveness, and in sharing 
the good things we’ve been given, like many others. But these 
last things cannot be seen in us from our appearance – we have 
to show that they are there. In this respect, it’s as though we 
are both natives and foreigners at one and the same time.  
 
‘…they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. You could say that what the soul is in the body, so 
are Christians in the world. The soul is dispersed through all 
the members of the body, and Christians are scattered through 
all the cities of the world. The soul dwells in the body, yet is 
not of the body; and Christians dwell in the world, yet are not 
of the world. The invisible soul is guarded by the visible body, 
and Christians are known indeed to be in the world, but their 
godliness remains invisible. Strangers in our native lands as 
though we have only a temporary visa. 
 
The world is the object of God’s love, and the Son gives his 
human, incarnate life for its life.  

And yet, esp. given recent events in Manchester, the Son’s 
perfect work on earth wasn’t achieved without the presence, 
activity & potency of evil; an evil only overthrown by mercy, 
non-violence, grace and peace. In spite of the malign presence 
of evil, the joy of intimacy with the divine, which has been 
his, may be shared by the disciples, who are to remain in the 
world and to work in it, shared in the fullest measure. To them, 
and through them us, he gave the Father’s word, raising us out 
of the world to his own stature. He prays that the Father will 
keep them, although in the world, separate and consecrate 
from it, and also in the truth, the truth which is God’s Word. 
 
Much like the mission of the L’Arche Community, and other 
places like it, celebrating the unique value of every person and 
recognising our need one for another. L’Arche seeks to 
nurture communities of faith where mutually transforming 
relationships can flourish, recognising that those most in need 
have much to teach those of us who feel most secure in our 
gifts and capabilities. A complacent or static faith leads to 
stagnation and ‘dis-ease,’ while one that reaches out with 
faith, love and courage, changes the world. 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



John 17.1-11               Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

17 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on 
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed. 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one. 

 

 

Acts 1.6-14                          The Ascension of Jesus 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 
to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing 
up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

 

 



1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11      Suffering as a Christian 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that 
is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice 
in so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all 
your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion 
your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, 
for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God 
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11To him be the power for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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