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May the Lord now be in all our hearts, and upon my lips, that every thought and 
word may be wholly for the glory and honour of his name. Amen. 
 
Today, I’d like to focus entirely on The Lord’s Prayer, and the 
grace and mercy it comprises. St. Luke brings us this pared 
down version of the prayer that Jesus taught, without the added 
doxology at the end. It’s St. Matthew who gives us a fuller 
version (6: 9-15) & which forms the basis for what we repeat 
every Sunday. 
 

Later in Luke’s gospel (17.21) Jesus describes how, ‘the 
kingdom of God is within you’ - so we can be assured that there 
is in everyone a living drop of Divinity. Even if we don’t realize 
it, we’re all moving to the Divine every time we express our 
deepest, innermost nature. This is the great goal hidden in the 
human soul that confronts humanity - the Father in Heaven. 
Even when desire for this is perverted and we follow in a 
deluded way, I believe we’re still all drawn by an innate love 
for the God within, and all too often spend our lives seeking 
joys in the wrong places.  
 

Our Father which art in Heaven. Not ‘My’ Father, not ‘your’ 
Father, not ‘the Father’ -  ‘our’ Father. It’s vital that this 
divinity is for all – because here is expressed our brother & 
sisterhood with all humanity. But this simple line also addresses 
the deepest foundation of the human soul, the kingdom of spirit 
- a bridge between our earthly selves and the kingdom – we 
speak across the great divide between heaven and earth. But is it 
so great a divide? Or is it again an opportunity to acknowledge 
the divine within us all? 

 
 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done. 
The Name of God must be felt in such a way that it becomes 
hallowed - something we regard with the utmost holiness. All 
things in their diversity express the Godhead. In calling each 
thing by its name, you can make it a member of the divine order 
of the world. By beholding in everything some element that 
reveals a principle of divine being, you help make each part of it 
sacred. You hallow each part. You grow into the kingdom – 
which is the outpouring of divinity. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done. 
 
But now the prayer moves from the spiritual to the earthly 
kingdom: Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Here, 
the exhortation to God is that we want His way, a way we 
perceive in our hearts, to rule our lives in the here and now. We 
say it, but do we really mean it? I saw a great cartoon recently 
in which a politician at a lectern asks his audience ‘How many 
of you want things to change?’ and all of them put their hands 
up. He then asks, ‘how many of you are prepared to change?’ 
and none of them respond at all.  
 
Imagine if all the world acted out God’s love as taught by 
Christ. But some have very strange ideas about what God’s will 
requires – in the warped ideology of fundamentalism, I believe 
we mostly see perverted behaviours born of anger and 
frustration, rather than a genuine desire to fulfil God’s will. But 
then Jesus didn’t use bombs, or guns, or trucks, he used direct 
teaching, like the Sermon on the Mount, and told parables, to 
help show us his way. 
 



 
 
 
The four last petitions are linked with the four baser needs of 
our human nature – or are they? We appeal as supplicants on 
behalf of our physical bodies - Give us this day our daily bread 
– or do we ask for a spiritual food, a daily, metaphysical 
communion? Or are we asking for both? 
 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Likewise, do 
we seek material recompense if we feel we’ve lost out in some 
way; do we seek justice or vengeance? Have we always been 
just towards others? Have we never taken advantage of 
another’s kindness, asked for so much and taken a little bit 
more? Have we forgiven those who’ve trespassed against us, or 
sought retribution instead? And why is this important? I think 
it’s because Jesus is always trying to protect our spiritual well-
being. This is Grace – this is Mercy – because ironically, we’re 
the ones who are diminished if we don’t learn how to forgive.  
 
Lead us not into temptation. 
I can’t help but think of the Devil tempting Jesus in the 
wilderness here – and the example he sets in refuting this and 
putting our needs before his own. In a way, temptation always 
comes down to this – it’s always about our preparedness to put 
others before ourselves - it’s to do with the ego. It’s tempting to 
try something on for size, isn’t it? The car, the clothes, the job. 
Is this me? Does it look good on me? But how often do we ask, 
‘Why am I doing this? Will it help others in any way at all, or 
will I just intimidate them, make others feel small, inadequate, 
depressed.’ 
 

 
 
 
Deliver us from evil. An acknowledgement that the negative 
principle, that of evil, does really exist. How many of you know 
that ‘Evil’ is ‘Live’ spelt backwards? We can think of evil as 
the opposite of Life, the opposite of John’s ‘what has come into 
being in him was Life, and the Life was the light of all people’ 
(v.1.3). It arises when our egos get the better of us – it’s 
anything that keeps us from God. It is, like darkness, part of our 
fallen human condition, one which it’s good to acknowledge 
and learn to repent. 
 
And so to sum up, the seven petitions of the Lord's Prayer 
express the innate need of the human soul, as it implores the 
Divine Will for a development that will enable all of us to find 
our right course of life. In speaking the words with all sincerity, 
we may rise toward a fuller relationship with ‘Our Father’. The 
prayer is miraculous in its power. I’ve known older people, 
whose minds seem utterly lost to dementia, recite the prayer as 
tho’ it were their only surety in a world of confusion -  I believe 
this is much closer to the truth for all of us than we may realize. 
Amen. 
 
 
I must acknowledge a debt to the early 20th c. philosopher and polymath, 
Rudolph Steiner (1861-1925), for his in-depth study of the significance of the 
Lord’s Prayer. I have not plumbed the depths of his esoteric approach but have, 
through my own humble understanding of Christ’s teaching, used his form as a 
model for this sermon. 
 
 
 



Luke 11.1-13                                   The Lord’s Prayer 
 
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples.’ 2He said to them, ‘When 
you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. 
   Your kingdom come.  
3   Give us each day our daily bread.  
4   And forgive us our sins, 
     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ 
  
Perseverance in Prayer 
 

5 And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, 
and you go to him at midnight and say to him, “Friend, 
lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has 
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” 7And he 
answers from within, “Do not bother me; the door has 
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.” 8I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give him anything because 
he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will 
get up and give him whatever he needs. 
9 ‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, 
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 
you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will 
be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child 
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if 
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

Genesis 18.20-32 
 
20Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry against 
Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21I 
must go down and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I 
will know.’ 
22 So the men turned from there, and went towards 
Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. 
23Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will you indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose 
there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then 
sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty 
righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the 
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?’ 26And the 
Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I 
will forgive the whole place for their sake.’ 27Abraham 
answered, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city 
for lack of five?’ And he said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there.’ 29Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty 
are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will 
not do it.’ 30Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry 
if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He answered, ‘I 
will not do it, if I find thirty there.’ 31He said, ‘Let me take 
it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are 
found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of twenty I will 
not destroy it.’ 32Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be 
angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found 
there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will not destroy 
it.’ 
 



Psalm 138                             Thanksgiving and Praise 
 
Of David. 
1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
   before the gods I sing your praise;  
2 I bow down towards your holy temple 
   and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness; 
   for you have exalted your name and your word 
   above everything.  
3 On the day I called, you answered me, 
   you increased my strength of soul.  
 
4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 
   for they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
   for great is the glory of the Lord.  
6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 
   but the haughty he perceives from far away.  
 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
   you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
   and your right hand delivers me.  
8 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; 
   your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. 
   Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colossians 2.6-19                 Fullness of Life in Christ 
 
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue 
to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.  
 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 
9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you 
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and 
authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual 
circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the 
circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in 
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when you 
were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all 
our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with 
its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in it. 
16 Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food 
and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. 
17These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on 
self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, 
puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, 19and not 
holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished 
and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a 
growth that is from God. 
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