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May I speak in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Celebrating the harvest is, I think, all about giving credit where 

credit is due. When Jesus says to the disciples that they are not to 

worry about their life, what they will eat, what they will wear, 

etc., what he means is ‘don’t be unduly concerned about it’. The 

parable that comes just before this passage is the one about the 

rich fool, the chap who relied only on his own resources rather 

than on the providence of God. The point being that we have only 

limited control over our future, and that we’re actually much 

more reliant on God’s care than perhaps we think. After all, it is 

God who made the world and everything in it; God who made the 

sun and the moon and the stars; God who brought the world into 

being in the first place. 

People who live in parts of the world that are much tougher to 

survive in than ours are probably more aware of their reliance on 

God than we are. In our comfortable lives, if we need something, 

we just have to go down to the shops and most likely we’ll find it. 

If you live in a drought-stricken land, where the rain doesn’t 

always come to water your crops, you’re much more likely to be 

on your knees praying to God to send over some clouds. You’re 

going to be much more reliant on your neighbour to help you dig 

over your ground, make trenches to retain the rain, to harvest 

your crops as and when they are ripe, and to prepare them for 

cooking and eating. 

God looks to us to increase a harvest of thanksgiving through our 

generosity (2 Cor. 9.6-15). God calls us to love and to give with 

the same overflowing goodness that he shows to us (Luke 6.32-

38). God invites us to plant seeds that grow more than we expect, 

to invest in his kingdom with big-heartedness and faith (Mt. 

13.31-33). 

God calls us to make connections. The heart of Jesus’ Good 

News is the breaking down of barriers between people (Eph. 2.11 

– end). The heart of love is to reach out to neighbours in need 

wherever we find them (Luke 10.25-37). The heart of harvest is to 

share the celebration with all around us, whoever they are (Deut. 

26.1-11). Whether we give to the homeless in Barnet or The 

Bishop’s Harvest Appeal today, we have good opportunities to 

celebrate our connected world and to make life-changing, loving 

and lasting connections with needy people both here and abroad. 

In Ethiopia, the climate and geography is very different to our 

own. It’s a large landlocked country about twice the size of 

France, situated in the northeast of Africa; the central area is a 

vast highland region of volcanic rock forming a watered, 

temperate zone, surrounded by hot, arid, inhospitable desert, a bit 

like that great and terrible wilderness we heard about in Deut. 

(8.15), full of snakes and scorpions.  

Ethiopia is one of the world's least developed countries, with low 

incomes, minimal infrastructure and a serious shortage of skilled 

labour. Economic development has also been hampered by war. 

The people are largely dependent on subsistence agriculture, 

which basically means that 85% of the people have to feed 

themselves. Poor cultivation practices and frequent drought 

conditions play a large role in stemming growth. Not surprisingly, 

Ethiopia relies on substantial quantities of relief aid. 

So we, who live in a land of plenty, have all the more reason to 

be thankful to God, and all the more reason to be aware of our 



situation. The Apostle reminds about what happens if we bear 

these things in mind. Speaking about God in 2 Cor.9, Paul says,          
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He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 

harvest of your righteousness.    

To be more than just aware of the material needs of the world that 

God expects us to share with those less fortunate than ourselves. 

As Jesus reminds us in Luke 12:30,   

30
For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, 

and your Father knows that you need them. 
31

Instead, strive for 

his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

So though we need to be working for God, being God’s eyes, ears, 

hands and feet in trying to love and care for those less fortunate 

than ourselves, Luke sees undue concern for the things of the 

body and of ‘life’ – that is the business of living in the world - as 

a definite hindrance to striving for God’s kingdom. Though it is 

God’s ‘good pleasure’ to give us the kingdom, entry into its 

sphere, especially if we want to try to live the kingdom here and 

now, demands considerable effort from us all. And one of the 

ways we can find that kingdom is by helping our fellow human 

beings all over the world. 

So what’s important is that we must never take for granted the 

wonderful harvest that we’re so used to finding in Waitrose, 

Sainsbury’s or Tesco. And we must never forget about all the 

people who worked so hard, all over the world, to bring us this 

amazing selection. We should never say to ourselves, as we’re 

told in Deuteronomy, ‘My power and the might of my own hand 

have gained me this wealth.’ It would be a bit like someone 

helping you with your homework and you taking all the credit! 

So to sum up, I’m just going to explain all that again…. no, I’m 

going to tell you a story instead… 

A woman who had worked all her life to bring about good was 

granted one wish: "Before I die let me visit both hell and 

heaven." Her wish was granted. 

She was whisked off to a great banqueting hall. The tables were 

piled high with delicious food and drink. Around the tables sat 

miserable, starving people as wretched as could be. "Why are 

they like this?" she asked the angel who accompanied her. "Look 

at their arms," the angel replied. She looked and saw that attached 

to the people's arms were long chopsticks secured above the 

elbow. Unable to bend their elbows, the people aimed the 

chopsticks at the food, missed every time and sat hungry, 

frustrated and miserable. "Indeed this is hell! Take me away from 

here!" 

She was then whisked off to heaven. Again she found herself in a 

great banqueting hall with tables piled high. Around the tables sat 

people laughing, contented, joyful. "No chopsticks I suppose," 

she said. "Oh yes there are. Look - just as in hell they are long 

and attached above the elbow but look... here people have learnt 

to feed one another". 

So let’s give credit where credit is due. A closing prayer in the 

words of the harvest Collect,  

‘Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you 

give us the fruits of the earth in their season: grant that we may 

use them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our 

own well-being; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’ 

 



Deuteronomy 8.11-18 

11 Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, 

by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, 
and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. 
12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine 
houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and 

flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do 

not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrible 
wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes 

and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint 

rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that 
your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test 

you, and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to 
yourself,  

‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained 

me this wealth.’  

18But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 

gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm 
his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is 

doing today. 

 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 9.6-15 

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you 

have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is 

able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, you 

may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is 
written,   

‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;     his 

righteousness endures for ever.’    

10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be 
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which 

will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the 
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of 

the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings 
to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify 

God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel 
of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with 

them and with all others, 14while they long for you and 

pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God 
that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift!  

 

 

 



Luke 12.22-31 

 

22 He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your 

body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: 

they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse 
nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more 

value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 26If then 

you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do 
you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they 

grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little 

faith! 29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat 
and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 
30For it is the nations of the world that strive after all 
these things, and your Father knows that you need 

them. 31Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well. 
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