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Grant, O God, that in the written word, and thru’ the spoken word, we may behold the 

living Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Any upstanding religious leader might be expected to take a new gathering of followers on 

retreat into the desert, or to a remote Scottish isle populated mainly by sea-birds and 

surrounded by hostile seas, or perhaps to a high-altitude monastery run by a silent order of 

monks atop a sun-baked Grecian hillside. They would not perhaps be expected to lead 

their followers to a week-long party of drinking and feasting. But then we are talking 

about Jesus here, and he was nothing if not radical. 

 

The party was of course a wedding party, the famous marriage at Cana, renown for being 

the place where Jesus performs the first of his miracles. Except of course this wasn't a 

performance either, let alone a party-trick to draw attention to the magician; the only 

people who knew what had happened were the servants and the disciples. Not even the 

party-planner, the chief steward of the occasion, was told what Jesus did.  

 

 

 

Wine was a luxury. Although many Galileans would have been involved in wine 

production, they could only drink it on special occasions. A poor bridegroom and his 

family would have saved a long time to put on such a celebration. To run out of wine 

would have been a disastrous reflection on the family's ability to provide and be 

hospitable. Jesus knows this when he responds to a somewhat pointed observation of his 

mother's; 'they have no wine'. 

 

So, what does Jesus mean when he asks, 'what's it got to do with him or his mother?' - 

saying, 'My time has not yet come'? Inevitably, we know the horrible events to be played 

out at the end of Christ's earthly ministry. We can guess that he refers to a painful end and 

death, but we also know that 'in the water made wine the new creation was revealed at the 

wedding feast. Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy' (Angus Ritchie, citing Ext. Eucharistic 

Preface, CW p.305). 
 

Jesus' action quietly transforms the situation of his host, restoring dignity to one of the 

many Galilean families no doubt living in the shadow of poverty. Jesus' discretion saves 

the bridegroom and his family from public humiliation. Here, as elsewhere in the gospels, 

Jesus' exaltation doesn’t come at the expense of those around him. But, independently of 

sparing the hosts their shame, the miracle at Cana also heralds a far greater work of 

transformation; when our Lord’s own blood will become the new wine of the kingdom 

when his hour does eventually come. 

 



This blood effects the most fundamental change of all. Fallen humanity is purified in an 

act that it can only receive as a totally unwarranted, unmerited, unconditional gift. This is 

an act of super-abundance to the point of excess, of a quality never before experienced. 

 

Through Christ's self-offering, sinful humanity becomes his spotless bride: 'Blessed are 

those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19.9). St. John 

closes the Cana episode by referring to the 'first of his signs'; and then writes in Revelation 

of a further sign, the Marriage of the Lamb and the feasting that follows; the 

consummation of Christ's love for his bride - understood as the church. 

 

At Cana, at the Last Supper, and every time we approach holy communion, Jesus reveals 

himself in deeds as well as words, summoning us to bear witness to him in our daily 

relationships, so that the abundance of the love of God is made known in a pestilential 

world still captive to fear, greed, excess, scarcity and shame. 

 

This miracle at Cana both echoes and foreshadows the Last Supper. Each is a moment of 

transformation and each directs our gaze to the heart of Jesus mission: the 'hour' of the 

cross, which sets us free from sin and error and draws us instead into union with God. And 

let's not forget how, when Mary says to those servants, 'do whatever he tells you' (v.2.5b), 

she's saying that to all of us in need, whatever that need is. 

 

Spoken in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

 

 


